
The Shenandoah Music Trail is a series of driving loops 
designed to show-case Valley music, promote Valley’s rich 
history and natural beauty. The Trail covers14 counties 
and is divided into 3-sections. The upper, central and 
lower valley regions feature easy driving multiple-loop 
excursions from Winchester to Roanoke which highlight 
current musical venues, trail stops featuring mountain 
music, historical places and musicians that have had 
significant impact on American music. 
     We’d love for you to join us! Feel free to contact us to 
find out what’s going on before or during your visit.
        Don’t forget to bring your instrument!

Complete map listings, details, 
and up-dates available at 

www.shenandoahmusictrail.com
If you want to know more or you

are just briefl y in the Valley and want to 
know who’s pickin’ where? 

Feel free to call Martha 540-209-3540

LOWER  VALLEY  REGION
Clarke, Frederick, Page, 

Shenandoah, Warren Counties

UPPER  VALLEY REGION
Rockbridge, Roanoke, Craig, 
Alleghany, Botetourt Counties

  Major Venue - having Mountain Music 
performances or exhibits with regularly scheduled 
events for the public at least once a week, or 
a long-standing Mountain Music institution 
(Museum, Theater, Gallery, Dining/Stage, Jams 
- Can be seasonal)

 Venue -  an establishment having at least one 
scheduled event for the public once a month 
(i.e. monthly jam, music series).

 
 Outdoor Festival Venue - an outdoor music festival 

featuring Mountain Music as part of its offerings.

  Trail Stop - an establishment/agency/venue that 
caters to serving the Mountain Music Community. 
(i.e. occasional mountain music event, music 
store, travel center, dining)

  Historic Events & Places - a geographic location 
where a significant Mountain Music Historic 
moment occurred. (Historic event would include: 
birthplace, past event, building)

 Open to the public Mountain Music Jam Session 
(Don’t forget to bring your instrument)

CENTRAL  VALLEY  REGION
Augusta, Bath, Highland, 

Rockingham Counties

The Rivers flow North - People from the 
Shenandoah Valley refer to “going places” based 
on the direction of the Shenandoah River flow, at 
one time used as a major means of transportation. 
Someone in Staunton goes over to Waynesboro, 
up to Lexington and down to Winchester. 
So the naming of the three Shenandoah Music 
Trail regions reflects this tradition.

As we develop our Music Trail more Historic Markers will be placed to 
commemorate historical events and places for all to see. As of now only  
seven locations are available for public visits and have a  dot

Historical Events & Places
 1st Bluegrass Day (Berryville) 8/10/1960
 1st Bluegrass Festival in the World  (Luray) 7/4/1961

Tribute marker located at Ruffner Plaza on the Greenway.
 1st Multi-Day Bluegrass Festival (Fincastle)  9/3-5/1965
  Birthplace of Buck Ryan (Fiddler) (Mt. Jackson) 
  Birthplace of Patsy Cline (Singer) (Winchester) 
  Childhood Home Place of Patsy Cline (Elkton)
  Birthplace of Herb Smoke (Banjo/Fiddle) (Winchester) 
  Birthplace of the Mt. Dulcimer (Shenandoah River Valley) 
  Dalton Brill’s Barber Shop (Winchester)
  Murphy Henry’s Music Methods (Winchester)
  Ananais Davisson Grave (KY Harmony) - 1816 (Cross Keys) 
  Joseph Funk House (Harmonia Sacra) - 1832 (Singers Glen) 
  Birthplace of Emory Stroop  (Fiddler) (Harrisonburg)
  Birthplace of Mac Wiseman  (Voice of the Heart) (Crimora)
  John Starling’s Home (Lexington)
  Liberty Hall Ruins - Home of Lucius Chapin (Lexington)  
  Birthplace of  Birthplace of Sacred Music in the SouthMusic 

(Singers Glen)
  Shenandoah Valley Jamboree (Harrisonburg)
  Home of the Statler Brothers (Staunton) Tribute Marker 

Mountain Music includes:  
bluegrass, old-time string band, American 

fiddle/banjo traditions, Appalachian folk songs, 
Piedmont blues, shape-note and gospel music, 

rural swing and classic country music.

Shenandoah Valley Mountain Music Makers Trail
 51-Major Venues   38-Venues      24-Trail Stops    20-Historic Locations    46-Festivals    32-Jams Sessions

Shenandoah
M U S I C  T R A I L

Celebrate the Past...

Honor the Present...

Preserve the Future...

The musicial experience 
of a lifetime awaits...

Sing Your Way Back Home
Don’t forget to bring your instrument!

     of Mountain Music

Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley is a wellspring of music 
dating back to the days of the early settlers in the 1700s

Sponsored in part by

     The Shenandoah Music Trail honors musicians and 
celebrates the rich history of the traditional music of 
Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley. All along the music trail you 
will find the best musicians playing music as a way of life. 
Here you’ll find a music that has evolved out of the need of a 
people to express their daily lives through music which speaks 
to their heart and soul.  Their songs reflect the rich heritage 
of the Valley’s music communities. From haunting ballads to 
breakneck speed hoedowns to shape-note and gospel sings, 
the music of the region has defined the fabric of American 
music for nearly 300 years. 
     Along the way, at concerts or jam sessions, you will 
meet musicians who place a high premium on instrumental 
virtuosity.  Their music features sophisticated interplay 
between instruments relying heavily on improvisation, often 
at lightning speed.  Many of these musicians have a life-long 
dedication to perfecting the techniques of creating instant 
performing art. Music alive for the moment for all those who 
are there to listen. Glad you could join us!!!
     We invite those seeking an authentic Appalachian music 
experience to explore the Valley’s deep musical roots. If you 
want to know more about what’s happening while you are 
visiting feel free to contact us.

266 Inglewood Court ~ McGaheysville, VA 22840

SMT is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, all volunteer 
corporation dedicated to preserving, 
promoting and celebrating the music of the 
Shenandoah Valley and surrounding area.

Virginia Tourism Corporation
Town of Elkton

Shenandoah Valley Travel Association

Your Gateway to an Authentic 
American Music Experience...

Come explore the 
Shenandoah Music Trail. 
The musical experience 
of a lifetime awaits... 

Picking and Singing in the Shenandoah Valley

The music sessions and festivals are the life’s blood of a 
Shenandoah Valley music heritage that dates back to the 
1730s.  In spite of today’s instant communication, family 
oriented music gatherings perpetuate an oral music tradition 
that keeps the music fresh and alive for others to enjoy for 
generations to come.  In a typical session musicians young 
and old come together, take turns around the circle and 
play a variety of songs. These songs include instrumental 
pieces with individual solo breaks and bluegrass, traditional 
country or gospel songs often sung in 3 or 4-part harmony.  
Like its Jazz cousin, the practice of creating music by ear 
without written notation has been going on in the valleys, 
mountains, front porches, living rooms, kitchens and 
garages for many generations.  

540-209-3540 or martha_hills@hotmail.com
a detailed map is available at www.shenandoahmusictrail.com

On July 7, 1927, Shenandoah Valley resident Bela Lam 
(Elkton) recorded 14 sides for Ralph Peer for Okeh Records. 
Lam is considered the first recorded finger-picking banjo 
player and a pioneer of what would become bluegrass.  The 
Valley is the birthplace of American gospel music. The 
Kentucky Harmony (1816) and Harmonia Sacra (1832) were 
both printed in the Shenandoah Valley. These hymnals and 
the ones following used the shape-note singing tradition 
so long associated with the development of Bluegrass 
Harmony.   The Valley offers so much music.  There are 
jams every night of the week. To say nothing of the monthly 
jams.  There is a festival or music event nearby every 
weekend of the festival season. 


